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FUULL SCREEH EDITING

, INTROQDUCTION,

In  most computer sSwstems,  text handling  is ons of the main t = Program
levelopment, which is a form of text handling, can taks 3 considerable amount of
'DF  resources. The choice of a good text sditor cam result in 2 large increase

if productivity.

le will rmow look at the advantages and disadvantages of severzl kinds of text

:ditors,
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The first text editors considersd three sequential files. The fiest fils
contains the old text to bes modifisd: a sscond fils contains commands to allow
ths deletion, replacement  and  addition of full lines, Ths result is 3 new

sequential file, containing the corrected taxt,
fan sxample of this editor twpe is QLERY *s “ALTER® cammand to modify 2 procedurs.

Tyupical to  these sditors is that the line numbers, giwen in the “ommands, must

ne strictly ascending.

Only few of the ssguential editers hawe string handling capabilitizs.
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[HE IHTERRLCTIF EDTITOR.

a major enhancemsant to the zegientisl sditoer was ths ity oduct ron

capatalities,

- the possibility to Jump back and forth 1n the fil
- string handling capabilities (=.9. FIHL "steinmg" o
Intéractif editors sct on one single line at 3 tims. So. if ths

see the context of the changes he 1s intraducing, parts of the taut

listed after entering scme edit commands.

Most interactif editors work on a copy of the origimal tawt T3 aork

operation of copying the original text into the work file and wics
a considerable amount of time and system resources. On the other

diréctly on the okiginal text, is an hazardous task to undertaks

typing error could destroy large parts of the text.

Regulariy taking a copy ot the text solwves the problem.

the

o

i= to copy the file, at the start of each edit run, and saw

the new text at the end. This sawves the time of a "KEEF  operation

interactif Mt thne tims, when mo

user

FULL SCREEM E0TTIHG

4. THE FULL FAGE EDITOR.

intslligent terminals @wallable C o large pact of -

the =diting could be performed by the terminal instead o the computer.

The =ditor sends a foll page of tswt to the the soesen. This tewt dis edited

Jzing the edit featuresz of the terminal C(e.g9. “INSERT LINES ‘DELETE CHAR' .

after  editing of the page is finished. the terminal zends the full page back to

wants Lo

the computer and this one sends 3 new page to the terminal.

<33
The advantages of this method are obviously:
The ~ & good cversight of the context of the changes performad.
takes

- & werw natural way of editing (it looks like 2diting on a shezet of paper).

working

a mers - wery powsrfull if the terminal used has good editing capabilities.

The disadvantagss are!

- Sending 3 pads back  and faorth takes 3 considerable amount of time if the

terminal spesd 15 low.

z.3. =ight to zend 3 24 lines by 20 characters page at 2400 baud.

This transmi:

i performed twice, ewen if wrly 3 single character is to

be modifvied.

- a zafisticated a2nd hence expeniive terminal i=

- The ameount of text that can be zdded to 3 paae 1@ depsendant on the amount X

local store in the terminal.,
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S5, THE FULL SCREEN EDITOR.

Te overcome the disadvantages of the full pags =ditor, the sditor itself can

smulate the sophisticated edit features of an expensive terminal. The user then

zdits the whole file at a time instead of only one page. The editor

edit command <this can be a single key stroke) and performs the edit on t

file and on the screen.

A typical example of this editor type is the editor awsilabls on the HP Jo00

system.

The advantages of =such a system are:

~ atl the advartages of a full page editor.

- considerable savings of time.

- The only special features needed on the terminal are
cursor positiening
. character and line iaserticn and deletion
4.1 6tner teatures can be =mulated by the editor.

This allows to implement a full screen editor on a low cost terminal.

FULL SCREEN EDITIHNG

6. ADDITIONAL FEATURES.

Marny additional features are added to text editors. Some of
- The capantll?y of compiling directly from the work flle.
- pisc space saving by record compression.

-~ Handling of MACRO's.

- Automatic generation of ptrogram code.

- Word processing capabilities.

- Loop constructs.

- Conditional editing.

them

are:
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FSEDIT is

It will run on

cost HRZeZt,

a
o
k>

Its main features are:

- full screen editing as de

a full screen editor

any terminal from the HP254x and HP2E2x

for the HP3000 computser

- single key-streks commands.

- direct compile,

prepare and run from the

work file.,

- word processing capabilities,

~ COBDL source generation.

= macro handling.

-~ powerfull command set.

These and other features

make F3EDIT an easy to use tool,

increase im productivity of proarammers and other usesrs,

FSEDIT is developed by

S¥DPES H.V.

A. GOSSETLAAN 30R

8 1720

BELGIUM,

Demonstirations of FSEDIT are given at the SYDES N.Y.

TEL 02/46£2213

TELEX 63435

GROOT BIJGAARDEN

Booth.

sutems.,

famili=s,

imzluding the

that allows a high
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