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2. THE SEQUENTIAL EDITOR.

In most computer syst~m$, text handling is one of the main tasks. Pt"09 r"'am The first text ~ditors considered three sequential files, Th ..:: f i ~" s t f i 1,;;

levelopment, which is a form o~ text handling, can tak@ 9 considerable amount of
contains the old text to be modified; a s~cond file contalns comffiands to allow

:DP r~50urces. The choice of a good text editor can result in a large increase
t·~;s: de 1e:t·1 on .. replacement and addition of full lines. Tt"le' ~"esu I 'to is E1nei...1

If pr·clljucti ..... 1 t~l'l.

Je will now look at the advant~g~s and disadvantages o~ several kinds of t~xt

~d i tot.. ::: .
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~equentlal File, containing the corrected text.

An example: of this editor type: is QUERY's 'ALTER' command to modify a procedure,

Typical to th~se editors is that the line numb~r$, given in the commands J must

be strlctly ascending.

Only ~ew o~ the sequential editors hav~ string handling capabilities.
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4. fHE FULL f'RGE ED I TOR,

q m.;, j ,) to. tE: n rl~ n t: ~ ITI .;:: !"I t t (& t r. E: ::: ,:; q i J E: n t i:11 ~ d it,:: to. i·.I3 .: thE j:/ t :-' .: ..j UCt i ,:;j-, .:. f i ,-. t 07: to..;:. '.:: t i f f~t tht:i t i 1TrE;.. h1h€:n 1T,,:·t-·€ i nt·e 11 i 9e:nf:. t er·fJ!.i r!a 1 S to>::,: :111.-:; ~~,.. ::t 1 1 ::tb 1-,2 l ;,t"·.J€ p.:sr" t .:.f-

.: .:a p:s to 1 1 i tie s . In g~neral these include the ~diting task could be performed by the terminal i~stead o~ the ~omputer.

- th~ possibility to Jump back and forth In th~ text f\l The editor s€nds a full page of tExt to the th~ scr~en. Thi~ t~xt is ~dited

- string handling capabilities (e.g. FIHD " s tr'lng")
u.;: i n tJ t r. e e tj i t f .:: at. iJ r' e Eo 0 f the t e t'IT, ina I <e . g. - INS E P. T LIN E '.. ' (') ElET E CHAR • ) .

see th~ context of the changes he IS introducing, parts 0f the t€::t have to be

listed after ent~r1ng some edit commands.

I n t ~ to..~ c t i fed it,:, r' ::: .:. etc.n c. n tE: sir, 9 10:. 1 in€: ~ t. ·a t. i ITI e . So. if tho::: 'JStE;t-· i,'·:.nts t.(;
After e:diting of the page 15 finished .. the terminal s~nds the full page back to

the computer and this one stE:nds a ntE:w page to th€ te~rninal.

The advant~ges of this method are obviously:

L'1 0 S t. i n t erac t. i fed ito to, 5 t"" r' k ':. r, a C I;:' P ~.." C' f t. h e: CI r' i gin.~ 1 t ~;: );: t (.:. i,,t ,.:;, to. k f i 1.::: ::. r h E:

operation of copying the original text into the work filE: and vi~e versa~ takes

a tonsiderable amouht of time and system resources. On the other hand, working

dirictly on che b~[ginal t~~t, is an hazardous task to und~rtak€ sinc~ a mere

typing ~rror could destroy large parts of the text.

good ov~rsight of th~ context of the changes performed.

- a ~~ry natural way of editing (it looks like editing on ~ she~t of paper),

- '..,. ~ to. ~:.l p t:,I •.I':' t" f IJ IIi f t r-. .:.: t. e l"Il, ina I 'J sed has 9 ".:. d e tj i tin9 .: .:i pa b f 1· i 't. i e s .

The disadvantag~s are:

is to copy the file, at the start or each edit run, and s~ve the work file ~s

This saves the time of a 'KEEP' operation.

Regul~rly t~~ing a copy ot the text solves the problem.

the new text at the end.

An alternate ~olution

Sending a page bacV ~nd forth t~kes ~ considerable ~mount of time if the

terminal speed is low.

~.g. eight sE:conds to send a 24 lines by 80 ch~racter$ pag~ at 2400 baud.

This transmission is p.::rformed twice} ev~n if only a singl€ character is to

be modified.

- A sofi:::ticated and hence E:xpenEi~e t£rmin31 i5 n~~d.:.:d.

- The amount of t~xt that can be added to a p~g~ 1~ de~~ndant on the amount nf
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local store in the tet-·",.i na 1 .
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~. THE FULL SCREEN EDITOR,

To overcome the disadvantages of the full page editor, the editor itself can

FULL SCREEN EDITING

6. ADDITIONAL FEATURES.

Many additional features are added to text editors. Some of th~ffi are:

Th~ editor accepts one

emulate the sophisticated edit features of an expensive terminal.

edits the ~hole file at a time instead of only one page.

Th-=: user· then
- The capability of compiling d1rectly from the wo~k File.

edit command (this can be a single key stroke) ~nd performs the ~dit on the text

file and on the screen,

A typical exa~ple of this editor type is the editor available on the HP 300

system.

The advantages of such ~ ~yste~ are:

- a 11 the advantages of' a fu 11 page ed i tor' .

- consti"derabi e savi ngs" of t. i me .

- Tne only special features needed on the terminal are

. cursor positioning

. charaeter ~hd l"lne i~s~rtion and d~l~tion

AAl 6~ner ~eatures can be emulated by the editor.

This allows to implement a full screen editor on a low cost terminal.

"j/.;

- Disc space saving by record compression.

- Handling of MACRO·s.

- Automatic generation of program code.

- Word processing capabilities.

- Loop constructs.

- Conditional editing.
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7. FSEDIT.

FSEDIT is a full screen editor for the HP3aOO computer sytems.

It will run on any terminal from the HP264x and HP262x families, including the

10ld ,:.::,st. HF"2621 .

Its main features are:

- full screen editing as described above.

- single key-str~ke commands.

- dire~t tompile} prepare and run from the work file.

- word processing capabilities.

- COBOL source generation.

- ma,:ro h.andl in9.

- p01o.terf"ull comm.and set.

These and other fea~ures make FSEDIT an easy to use tool, that allows a high

increase in pr'oduct i'oli t.y of proQr'ammer's and other users.

FSEDIT- is developed by

S"(DES N. V.

At GOSSETLAAN 30A

TEL 02 ..... 4E.62813

TELEX 63435

8 1720

BELG"IU~l.

GROOT BIJGAARDEN

DemoRst~~tio~s of FSEDIT are given at the SYDES N.V. booth.
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